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THIRD REPORT 
Of the Directors of the American Society for Educating Pious Youth for the 
Gospel Ministry—September 30, 1818. 

In once more meeting their brethren on the anniversary of this 
Institution, consecrated to the interests of the church, the Directors 
would devoutly acknowledge the continued smiles of heaven upon 
the endeavours of its friends to promote its prosperity. , 

According to the provisions of the constitution which the Socie- 
ty adopted under the act of incorporation, it will be recollected 
that their annual meeting is attended on an earlier day than hereto- 
fore. Of course this report includes but three quarterly meetings 
of the Directors. At each of these meetings the average number 
of young men received on the list of beneficiaries has been about 
twelve. Of the forty-one thus received at these three meetings, one 
is in the third stage of education, seventeen are in the second, purst- 
ing their studies in the college, and twenty-three in the first, members 
of academies and private schools. The whole number of beneficia- 
ries on our funds from the commencement of the Society is one 
hundred and forty-six. The number for the past year is one hundred 
and forty. 

In selecting candidates for this sacred charity, the Directors have 
deeply felt the difficulty and responsibility of the trust reposed in 
them by the Constitution. They have endeavoured to exact the 
best evidence which the nature of the case admits, that these can- 
didates unite, as their claim to assistance, piety, promising talents, 
and real indigence. 

In the appropriation of monies, the Directors have been guided 
by the desire of accomplishing the greatest amount of good with 
their limited means. Considering how much useful qualities of 
character depend on personal effort, and how often this effort results 
from the impulse of necessity ; and considering how much indigent 
young men often do accomplish for themselves by private exertions 
and the aid of friends, the Directors have designed to apportion 
their assistance to the exigencies of each case ; believing that it is 
better to give to a large number, such relief as to prevent discou- 
ragement, than ample maintenance to a few. In most cases, how- 
ever, they wish that the state of the funds could have justified a more 
liberal allowance. 

Yn transacting business so arduous and so complex as that com- 
mitted to their hands, the Directors have been compelled, by ex- 
perience, to aim at simplicity and system in their proceedings ; 
and they hope soon to attain greater precision in the testimonials 


of beneficiaries, and in correspondence with the instructers of col~ 
leges and schools. 
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The three senior officers of Nassau Hall have been authorised 
and requested to examine, in behalf of the Board, candidates for 
the assistance of the Society, according to the Constitution, and the 
regulations of the Directors; and the Board have, from time to 
time, appointed agents both temporary and permanent, to transmit, 
from different parts of the United States, facts relating to the general 
objects of this Society, and to promote its interests abroad, as 
they have opportunity. 

For reasons which will doubtless be obvious to the Society, the 
Directors have found it necessary to establish the general rule, that, 
except in extreme cases, no one shall be admitted as a beneficiary 
who shall not have studied the languages at least three months. 

In conformity with the name of the Society, and the liberal prin- 
ciples on which it was established, the Directors have endeavoured 
to keep out of sight all geographical and sectarian distinctions. 
Accordingly, no applicant has ever been refused on account of the 
region or religious denomination to which he belonged: but be- 
neficiaries have been received from eleven different states and five 
denominations; and have pursued their studies in eleven colleges, 
and in many academies and private schools, 

In prosecuting the great business committed to their trust, the 
Directors have found the concerns of this Society attended with 
many difficulties, some of which, indeed, are common to all the 
benevolent operations of the day, but others peculiar to this. 

One of these difficulties is that locality of feeling, which limits the 
views of good men to their own vicinity. Such feelings, resulting 
from principles common to our nature, are strengthened in this 
country perhaps by the character of our institutions and habit. In 
some respects these limited views are attended with important ad- 
vantages. But they are certainly unfriendly to the accomplishment 
of any great public object where concentration of efforts is re- 
quired. In respect to our principal literary institutions, multiplied 
as they are, without the possession or hope of adequate endow- 
ments, we have much instruction to receive from experience. But 
jn respect of our benevolent operations, at least we ought to learn 
wisdom from afew noble examples of our own times. We rejoice 
in all that is accomplished by minor associations, to promote the 
object which we are pursying ; and we would hail them as auxilia- 
ries in this good work, though their efforts have no direct connex- 
ion with our own. But in no case, perhaps, is co-operation among 
the friends of Zion, for the attainment of a great end, more neces- 
sary than in this. The magnitude of the design requires, that it 
should be conducted on a large scale. Without the agency ofa 
general Society, it is impossible to. combine the two grand princi- 
ples of operation, efficiency and responsibility. The independent 
efforts of an individual or neighbourhood are liable soon to die away. 
In such cases too, the want of a regular body of men to examine 
aud watch over beneficiaries, has often occasioned the selection of 
candidates so defective in character as to bring reproach on this 
department of charity. 
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‘The ample resources necessary to a great society, it is perfectly 
obvious, cannot be furnished by a system of contribution so re- 
stricted as to require that each sum suall be applied under the eye 
of the donor. 

At the same time the Directors wish beneficiaries to pursue their 
studies in respectable seminaries, most convenient to themselves ; 
and appropriations of money have invariably been made with an 
impartial regard to the best interests of students, and not from mo- 
tives of favour to any literary institution. But this vast enterprise 
cannot prosper as it ought, till its friends regard it with feelings ofex- 
pansive benevolence ; regard it as strictly a public object, which it is 
their duty to promote on pubdlic principles, without stipulating that 
an exact and immediate equivalent of benefits shall be measured out 
to themselves, orto their neighbourhood. Itis the cause of God and 
the church that calls for aid, and every one who contributes to its sup- 
port, from proper motives, will, in this life or the next, be rewarded 
an hundred fold. 

A second difficulty attending the operations of this society, arises 
from the supposed uncertainty that exists respecting the ultimate 
character and usefulness of thuse who are assisted by its funds. 
The conduct of each beneficiary is subjected, as it should be, to 
public scrutiny ; and if exceptionable in any case, it is liable to be 
made the occasion of prejudice against the whole system. Judi- 
cious men will, however, see the impossibility of guarding, with en- 
tire certainty, against instances of deception. While the Directors 
have had so little to regret on this point, they feel that unceasing 
vigilance is indispensable; and that every friend of the Society, 
who has the requisite knowledge of facts, ought promptly to inform 
the Board of any misconduct or any unpromising defect in a benefi- 
ciary. Still the candid and wise will not demand that such a youth 
shall be exempt from human infirmity, or shall possess an elevation 
of character that belongs only to advanced age. Much less will 
they condemn this system of charity in the gross, because, in com- 
mon with all human undertakings, it is liable to occasional disap- 
pointment. The fact is unquestionable, that the charity students 
in our colleges generally maintain a high rank in the estimation of 
their instructors. And that many of these students will become: 
eminently useful, may be reasonably expected, if we may judge 
from distinguished examples of the same sort in Europe and 
America. 

A third difficulty results from inadequate views of many pious 
people respecting the necessity of learning, as a qualification for the 
ministry. 

Without entering into an extended discussion of this subject, 
which would be inconsistent with the limits of this Report, it nay 
be taken for granted, that no one can be qualified to teach what he 
does not understand. Knowledge is certainly necessary to a preach- 
er of the Gospel; not only that experimental knowledge of the 
truth, which is given by the Spirit of God, bat intellectual knowledge. 


This he must receive by special inspiration, or by study. That 
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ministers of this day are inspired, or have reason to expect miracu- 
lous qualifications for their work, will hardly be pretended by any 
sober Christian. They must then preach without knowledge, or 
they must acquire it, like other men, by study. And if study is 
necessary, time, and teachers, and books, are necessary. It is ad- 
mitted that some men have made respectable attainments, without 
the aid of literary seminaries. Such honourable exceptions prove 
only that talents and zeal, which could surmount obstacles sufficient 
to bury common minds in obscurity, might, with proper cultivation, 
have shone in distinguished spheres of usefulness. It is also admit- 
ted that preachers with no literary qualifications have done good. 
But the question remains, with proper qualifications, how much 
more good might they have done ? And how much less mischief 
might have been mingled with this good, by inadequate or false in- 
terpretations of the Scriptures, or by prejudices fostered in the minds 


of the irreligious, and transferred to Christianity itself, from its un- 


skilful advocates ? 

After the utmost that candour can allow in behalf of teachers who 
are grossly illiterate, one solemn and unquestionable fact should 
not be forgotten. In those parts of our country where the defence 
of the gospel is chiefly committed to such teachers, open, avowed 
infidelity is fashionable, especially among the higher classes of so- 
ciety; while it is driven from the field, and scarcely bas a public 
existence, in regions that are furnished with able preachers. Nor 
can it be said that this influence is limited to mere external decen- 
cy ; for the same preaching, before which infidelity has fled away, 
has been accompanied, under the blessing of God, with the most 
powerful revivals of religion. 

In this view, it is to be deeply lamented, that efforts to raise the 
qualifications of Ministers should be opposed, and even stigmatized, 
by any professed Christians who exhibit an ardent, though in this 
respect certainly, a mistaken zeal for the cause of religion. While 
we think that experience and the word of God most plainly con- 
demn these prejudices, we would not speak of them in terms of as- 
perity ; but the magnitude of the subject requires us to speak dis- 
tinctly. What then is the state of those regions where these pre- 
judices exist in their greatest strength? A respectable gentleman 
now resident in the West says in a letter to the Directors, “The 
objects of your Society have long had the next place in my heart 
to those of the Bible Society. I have too often seen in other parts 
of the country professed preachers ef the Gospel ‘who could not 
teach, and would not learn.’ Judge then how I must have felt in 
this region, where I have seen more than one preacher who was 
ready to avow that hecould not read the Bible.” From another re- 
gion, a gentleman of equal credibility writes, that there is a consid- 
erable number of preachers who can neither “ read nor write.” In 
other extensive districts of the United States, preacheis are to 
be found, who acknowledge that they bave read only parts of the 
Bible ; and some whose ignorance is not so great, are notwithstand- 
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ing incapable of teaching children in a common school the rudi- 
ments of the English language. Will these men think themselves 
injuriously treated, when it is said, that they are incompetent to 
teach and guide the church of God ! We would not say that no man, 
in any circumstances, ought to preach, without respectable literar 
acquisitions. But the time is come to say unequivocally, that with- 
out such acquisitions, no man ought to regard himself, or be regarded 
by others, as competently qualified for this great work. While we 
would give ample credit for all the good accomplished by men of 
piety and sound understanding, though defective in education, some 
of whom have been great blessings to the church, we hope that 
the Christian public, and especially the members of this Society, 
will keep steadily in view the importance of a learned, as well as a 
pious ministry. 

A fourth difficulty, closely connected with the foregoing, is, that 
many who admit the necessity of ministers being learned men, are 
in no proper. degree aware how great is the deficiency of such min- 
isters in the United States. 

{n all calculations which have been recently made on this sub- 
ject, it has been common to allow that the country would be pro- 
perly supplied, if there were one educated minister to every thousand 
souls. ‘That there should be at least this number, will appear rea- 
sonable, when we reflect that in England and Wales, with a popu- 
lation of 10,150,615, there are 10,434 clergymen of the establish- 
ed church, while the dissenting ministers are supposed to be even 
more numerous-than those of the establishment. If only one half 
of these were estimated to possess competent qualifications, there 
would be more than one to 1000 souls. 

In 1753 there was in New-England, on an average, one liberally 
educated minister to every 628 souls. When we say then, that 
there should be in the United States one minister to 1000 souls, we 
only claim that the country should be supplied a little more than 
half as well as New-England was actually supplied within the 
memory of many now upon the stage. 

The United States contain about 9,000,000 inhabitants. At the 
rate of one minister to 1000 souls, this population requires 9,000 
ministers. Let us now see what is the actual number. 

To avoid misapprehension, the Directors wish two things to be 
kept in mind. One is, that while the college catalogues are taken 
as the only basis of accurate calculation, the estimate of competent 
ministers includes, as will be seen, a large number not educated at 
colleges, who are supposed to have acquired, in some other way, 
sufficient learning to be safe interpreters of the Bible. ‘The other 
is, that this estimate has no respect whatever to difference of reli- 
gious denomination. 

From the triennial catalogues of the following Colleges, viz. 
Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Dartmouth, Union, Brown, Middlebury, 
Williams, Bawdoin, Columbia, Carlisle, South Carolina, Transyl- 
vania, and William and Mary, it appears that only 1465 settled 
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ministers, allumni of these colleges, are now alive. It will be per- 
ceived that this calculation stops at the year 1810; as from the na- 
ture of these documents it can never be brought up to the present 
time. The University of North Carolina has furnished a few min- 
isters; though one of its officers speaks of the number as very 
small. ‘The colleges at Brunswick, N. J., and Hampdea Sy dney 
college, Virginia, have very meritoriously struggled against great 
difficulties, and have each furnished the church with a number of 
respectable ministers ; but we have no official documents from ei- 
ther. Washington and Jefferson colleges in Pennsylvania, and Wash- 
ington college in Virginia, were more recently established. No cata- 
Jogues and no other means of exact information have been obtained 
from any of these. It will not be deemed essential that we should pur- 
sue these statements into an exact account of colleges lately estab- 
lished. Indeed the object of these statements does not require that 
they should be perfectly exact. Hundreds more of ministers might 
be reckoned, without any considerable change in the principles of 
reasoning, or in the result. 

Of these 1465 ministers educated in the above named American 
colleges, probably there may be as many superannuated and infirm, 
as ought be reckoned for the number educated in foreign countries 
and now resident among us. But to make a liberal allowance for 
this latter class, some of whom are highly respectable, let 135 more 
be added, making a total of 1600 educated ministers. 

With respect to the number of ministers, who have not received 
the advantages of collegial instruction, but who may yet be consid- 
ered as competently educated, we have no means of exact informa- 
tion. Probably, however, the pious and intelligent of every denomi- 
nation will be satisfied, that it would be a large estimate to con- 
sider them one half as numerous as those who have been publicly 
educated ; that is, to reckon them at 800. But place the estimate 
at $00, and then the whole number of competent religious teachers 
in the United States, of all denominations, will be 2500, and the 
deficiency 6500. 

The general view which has now been given of this subject is 
strongly confirmed by the following statements respecting particu- 
lar districts of our own country. 

In North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, containing ac- 
cording to the last census, a population of 1,223, 048, there are but 
about 110 competent ministers, leaving 1,113,048, destitute of pro- 
per religious instruction. A respectable gentleman, who is a na- 
tive citizen of South Carolina, informs us, that in an ancient dis- 
trict of the State, embracing an extent of 900 square miles, conti- 
guous to the sea coast, there is but one place of worship, and that 
not used ; and not one Christian churcl{ or minister of any denomi- 
nation. 

The states of Indiana, Mississippi, and Louisiana, with the terri- 
tories of Alabama, Illinois, Michigan, and Missouri, contain a popu- 
Jation of about 350,600, and nearly the same number of square 
miles as the whole of Europe, with the exception of the Russian 
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empire. Yet in this vast region, which is becoming populous and 
wealthy, with unexampled rapidity, we cannot ascertain, after much 
inquiry, that there are more than 17 competent and stated preach- 
ers of the Gospel; that is, less than one to 20,000 souls. And it 
is aifecting to learn, that such important places as Mobile, Blakely, 
Fort Claiborne, Huntsville, Madisonville, Baton Rouge, and Na- 
chitoches, which are becoming seats of enterprise and influence to 
this new world, have no Christian teachers of any denomination. 

In East Tennessee, which contained, in 1810, 17 counties and 
101,367 inhabitants, an intelligent gentleman on the spot says, 
“There are 14 counties in which there is not a single regular or 
educated minister of the Gospel. 

Concerning the western parts of Virginia, a respectable gentleman 
resident in the State says, in a letter to one of the directors : “'The 
deplorable situation of this region is enough to awaken sensibility 
in the heart of a stone.” He then procecds to say, that in eight 
counties west of the Great Ridge, containing 48,587 inhabitants, 
there are about 1000 people connected with the Presbyterians, 
Methodists, and Baptists ; leaving more than 47,000, not connected 
with any religious societies; and four entire counties without any 
religious institutions whatever. In another district he says, there 
are 53,000 people in the same dreadful state; in another, 20,000 
in the same state, except that there are a very few Methodists and 
Baptists. In another district of fine country, compact, rich, and 
populous, there are near 60,000 people who are connected with no 
reltgious denomination whatever !, 

This letter presents one tract of country larger tlian the whole of 
New-England, (excepting Maine,) in which the writer says, “ there 
are but three educated ministers. There are but a handful of 
Metbodists and Baptists, who deserve a great deal of credit for 
their zeal and exertions. But here are 180,000 people, who are 
absolutely without religious teachers of any sort!” A lady in Mo- 
nongalia county, Virginia, in writing to her brother, who is a minis- 
ter in Connecticut, draws the same dark and dismal picture of the 
country where she resides, and then-exclaims, “‘O my brother, 
how my heart bleeds for souls around us, buried in ignorance, sin, 
and stupidity ; and also for myself and family. Can you not be 
spared a little while from your charge, to visit us? Can you not in- 
tercede for us with the Trustees of the Missionary Society ? If you 
cannot come, cannot some one be sent? The people wish that they 
could have preaching and schools, and seem to regret that they can- 
not read. They do not labour on the sabbath, but visit, and do er- 
rands, and make bargains. It appears to me at times that I cannot 
endure one sabbath, and month, and year after another, shut up in 
this wilderness, with my children growing up about me, and not be 
able to lead them to the house of God. I walk alone in a little 
grove of oaks, on the sabbath, about the time [ think you are going 
to the house of God.” 
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Concerning the western parts of Pennsylvania, a gentleman of 
unquestionable credibility says, “‘there are extensive districts in 
which there is not, and never was a school. More than half the 
adults probably can neither read nor write; and there are thousands, 
who never saw the Bible, nor any other book, nor ever heard a 
sermon ; and this among a people who have extensive farms, in 
fine order, with large orchards, brick houses, and stone barns. One 
district has 40,000 people, with but one fixed pastor.” 

Another gentleman, a respectable missionary, describes a tract of 
country, in Pennsylvania, of one hundred miles extent, in which 
there is but one settled minister. 

The committee of an Education Society, just formed in the 
Western District of New-York, say, in their address to the public, 
that in 200 organized congregations of that state, ministers might 
soon be settled, if they could be obtained. In one county of that 
state, adjoining Connecticut,—there are 10,000 people, and but 
one regularly qualified minister. In New-York City, it is estimat- 
ed that there are 78,000 people without the means of religious in- 
struction, and 14,000 families attached to no denomination of 
Christians. 

If we come to New-England, where Christian privileges are en- 
joyed in a higher degree than in any other region of the country, 
there is much to excite the solicitude of good men. The popula- 
tion of New-England is about 1,500,000. The number of minis- 
ters qualified to preach the gospel, among all denominations, can- 
not be estimated at more than 1000; leaving a deficiency of 500. 

In the two oldest counties of New-Hampshire, which contain 77 
towns, there were in 1813, (and the case cannot be essentially al- 
tered still,) 45 towns destitute.—In 24 of these towns, containing 
20,000 inhabitants, there were but 161 church members; and in 9 
of the 24 towns there was not one ; 7 had always been destitute of 
preaching. One church had had no communion for 5 years; an- 
other none for 20 years. ‘Two churches had become extinct, and 
in another, which formerly contained 40 members, there remained 
but two, and these females.. 

This is a gloomy picture; but there is one, view in which it is 
still more gloomy. Ifthe people of the United States are now in 
this condition, what is to become of their posterity ? When we 
call to mind that 70 years ago New-England was supplied with one 
collegially educated minister for every 628 souls, and that now, in 
the United States, there is not one such minister to 6000 souls ; 
when we remember that this rapid degeneracy has been regular in 
its progress, that the great causes which produced it are every year 
becoming more powerful and extensive in their operations ; and 
when we add to all this, that the great mass of the community are 
not awake to the danger ;—with what apprehensions must we look 
towards the generations that are to come. 

Statements, founded upon our College catalogues, prove that, in 
respect to the number of our educated ministers, we are far behind 
dur fathers ; But when we carry the result of these statements for- 
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ward, and calculate the effect of continued degeneracy upon future 
times, an awful prospect opens before us. From these catalogues 
it appears, that for a hundred years after the settlement of this 
re viz. from 1620 to 1720, more than half of all the gradu- 
ates of our Colleges were ministers. During the next period of 
50 years, that is, from 1720 to 1770, only one out of 3 engaged in 
the ministry ; and during the period of 40 years next following, that 
is, from 1770 to 1810, only one out’of 5 engaged in the ministry. 
From 1800 to 1810, only one out of 6. Let it here be observed, that 
the number of graduates hasnot increased so fast in proportion asthe 
population of the country, so that the decrease of collegially educat- 
ed ministers,compared with the population of the United States, has 
been even greater than inthe proportion of the numbers 1-2, 1-3, 1-5. 

The following are some of the particular facts included in this 
general statement. 

Dartmouth College, from 1780 to 1800 furnished, on an average, 9 
ministers annually ; from 1800 to 1810 only 5, though the gradu- 
ates bad increased one fifth in number. 

Yale College furnished for 30 years in succession (from 1740 to 
1770,) 10 ministers annually on an average. From 1800 to 1810 
the average number was only 10, although the number of graduates 
had doubled. 

Harvard College, for more than 20 years in succession, (from 1719 
to 1741) sent out on an average 13 ministers annually. From 1800 
to 1810 the avarage was only 6, though the number of graduates 
had increased one third. 

Princeton College, from 1756 to 1776, sent out more than S 
ministers on an average every year. From 1800 to 1810, although 
the number of graduates had nearly doubled, the average was 
only 3. 

From these catalogues it appears also, that the whole number of 
ministers furnished by all the colleges has but a little more than 
doubled in 70 years. . During a period of 10 years, (from 1730 to 
1740,) Harvard and Yale colleges, the only colleges then in exist- 
ence, sent out 187 ministers. Krom 1800 to 1810 all the colleges 
together furnished only 453. While the population of the country, 
therefore, doubling once in 23 years, has multiplied more than 8 
fold, the number of ministers has doubled only once. 

Let the population of the United States continue to increase for 
seventy years, as it has done for the seventy that are past, and let 
no extraordinary exertion be made to multiply the number of edu- 
cated ministers, but let them increase only in the slow proportion 
above mentioned, and what will be the result? In seventy years, a 
se which our children may live to see, there will be in the 

nited States 72,000,000 people, and but about 3,000 educated 
ministers. Instead of one educated minister to 628 souls, as in the 

days of our fathers, there will be only one to 24,000; instead of 
more than half of all the educated men in the country directing 
their learning and talents exclusively to the ministry, and spending 
their lives in advancing the moral and religious prosperity of the 
1)* 























618 3d Report of the American Society 


country, there will be only one in twenty who will be thus em- 
ployed. ; 

According to the ablest treatises on the principles of population, 
supposing the average quality of land, and the general means of 
sustenance to be as good in the United States as in Massachusetts, 
the inhabitants of our country may be expected to increase in much 
the same ratio as heretofore fora century tocome. In other words, 
the pepulation will not be checked, by pressing on the means of 
support till our territory shall generally be as populous on an aver- 
age as Massachusetts Proper. 

Let us then consider our present number of competent ministers 
to be 2,500, and our population 9 millions, and taking the ratio of 
increase for both, as furnished by past years, look forward tu the 
year 1925 a little more than a century hence. ‘Two hundred and 
twenty four millions of people will then be scattered over our vast 
territory, seventy to each mile, a population about as dense as that 
of Massachusetts Proper, and as the average of all Europe. Of 
these 224 millions, 209 millions, (a populacion greater than that of 
Europe,) will be destitute of competent religious teachers. 

There is one more consideration, which the Directors beg leave 
to suggest as increasing the darkness of this prospect, already suf- 
ficiently distressing. It is this: The ratio of 1,000 souls to one 
minister, which, for the sake of convenience, has been made the 
basis of the preceding estimates, does by no means exhibit the full 
extent of the evil which we are labouring to remedy. This ratio 
is the highest that can reasonably be applied to the most populous 
districts of the country, but when applied to a population so dispers- 
ed, as the great majority of ours is, and must be for a long. period, 
itis much too large. A brief illustration will make this evident. 
Perhaps a compact city congregation may increase to three thou- 
sand souls, and yét be served by one minister. But let, this congre- 
gation emigrate to the west, and spread themselves over six new 
townships, and then they will need the labours of six ministers. A 
thousand inhabitants, on an average, in Massachusetts Proper, occu- 
py about 14 square miles; in Vermont 45, and in Kentucky 100. 
Allow then to a minister in the more thinly settled parts of the 
country, a parish of 50 square miles, which must be a sufficient ex- 
tent for the labours of any one man, and you give him the charge of 
less than 500 souls. While this principle is not applicable to a 
population so dense as that of Massachusetts, nor so scattered as 
that of Michigan, it shows that in intermediate regions of great ex- 
tent, the ratio of one Minister to one thousand people, leads to a 
result much more favourable than the truth. At least one third of 
our population will, for many generations, need one minister to 
500 souls. Itis plain, therefore, that our present deficiency of min- 
isters, instead of being only 6500, cannot be reckoned at less 
than 8666. 

From these statements, taken together, the following conclusions 
seem to be established ; 
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1. That to furnish an adequate supply for the United States, 
would require more than 11,000 well qualified ministers. 

2. ‘That we actually have less than one fourth part of this supply. 

3. That the ratio of supply has, for a long time, been regularly 
and rapidly on the decline. 

A. ‘That the number of pious young men who are able to defray 
the expense of their own education for the ministry, is not sufficient 
to provide a remedy for this alarming state of things. Whether this 


fact can be explained or not, it is in vain to doubt it. 


5. The alternative before the church, tlen, is clearly this; either 
our number of ministers must continue to decline, or pious and indi- 
gent youth must be assisted in their studies preparatory to the sa- 
cred office. | 

That hundreds of such youth might be found every year, if pro- 
per encouragement were given, cannot admit of a doubt. The only 
question ts, will good men make the necessary effort to meet the ex- 
pense? It can be borne, without subjecting any family or individual 
to serious inconvenience. Only let the magnitude of the object be 
felt ; let it be distinctly understood, that the grand point at issue res- 
pecting the unborn generations that ‘are to inherit this goodly land 
is whether they shall enjoy Christian Institutions, or sink mto pagan- 
isin ; and it will be easy to show how the expense of the proposed 
remedy may be sustained. 

Nor must it be forgotten, that according to a fair division of the 
unevangelized nations to whom the gospel is to be sent by Chivistians, 
one hundred millions would fall to the share of our country. For 
these we ought, with as little delay as possible, to furnish at least 
two thousand missionaries. 

That it is entirely practicable and easy for the people of our coun- 
try to bear the expense which these measures contemplate, is ca- 
pable of the clearest demonstration. 

If each person in the United States would pay one cent a year, 
for this purpose, the amount would be $90,000 annually. 

These statements are made only to show the perfect facility with 
which the object might be attained, if its real importance were ge- 
nerally felt. That it should be felt by those who have no sensibi- 
lities to the obligations of religion, and the worth of their own souls, 
is not indeed to be expected. But we have aright to expect that 
they will feel it, who “prefer Jerusalem above their chief joy,” and 
“‘ weep in secret places” over its desolations. 

The resources then to which we look, under God, to defray the 
great and growing expenses of this establishment, may be classed 
under the following heads : 

1. Occasional contributions; in which may be included special 
collections made in religious assemblies, incidental! donations from 
individuals, the avails of charity boxes, &c. 

2. Female charitable associations, established for general purpo- 
ses of benevolence, with a view to aid different objects, according 
to their importance and their exigencies. 
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3. Minor auxiliary societies. Many of these have recently beer 
_ formed on various plans. Some have fixed an annual sum for mem- 
bership. Some have consisted of married ladies; and others of 
young ladies, who have devoted, at stated intervals, an afternoon to 
some kind of productive labour. Efforts of this sort, properly mul- 
tiplied, and reduced to system, might go far towards furnishing an 
income adequate to this great object. 

4. District auxiliary societies, which are designed to stimulate 
and concentrate the efforts of towns, and charitable associations 
within their limits. Such a society has been formed in Essex, and 
another in Middlesex county ; another in Norfok county has gone 
into very successful operation, and has honourably distinguished it- 
self in this good work. Another has recently been formed in Berk- 
shire, and another in Bristol county, under promising auspices. And 
others, we understand, will soon be formed in Plymouth and Hamp- 
den counties. ; 

5. Annual subscriptions of members will produce a considerable 
income, if the Christian public become sufficiently interested in the 
objects of the Society. 

6. Life Membership. This will become an important resource, 
if the worthy example of those female societies who have made 
their pastors members for life, should be generally followed ; and if 
those, to whom it would be but a small sacrifice, should be disposed 
to comply with the terms of life membership from their own re- 
sources. | 

If the foregoing sources of revenue should be deemed inadequate 
or for any other reason unsatisfactory ; the Curistian Cuurcu Is 
always to be regarded, as one grand organized permanent, Charitable 
Society. By its constitution, it is permanent ; and by its character, 
each of its members is pledged to employ his influence and resour- 
ces for the promotion of its interests. It is indeed but a late thing, 
that retrenchments and sacrifices for the Kingdom of the Redeemer 
have come to be seriously regarded as the duty of good men. But 
let those who profess friendship to religion only submit for five years 
to one fiftieth part of the privations, to which some modern nations 
have been subjected by war, and to which any people will cheer- 
fully submit for the preservation of civil liberty, and no second soli- 
citation of their charities for this object would be necessary. But 
is it unreasonable to ask for sacrifices from Christians, to preserve 
institutions, without which, liberty, and life itself are worthless ? 

The members of churches in the United States may be estimat- 
ed at not less than one to twenty two of our population, that is, four 
hundred thousand. Let these four hundred thousand members of 
churches be divided into eight classes of fifty thousand, and let them 
combine all the great objects of religious charity in one contribution. 
The first class then consisting of wealthy Christians in our 

cities and chief towns, might give $10 each, a year, 500,000 
The second class, consisting of the most affluent in our in- 

terior towns, might give $5 a year, 250,000 
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The third class, consisting of those less affluent, $3 a year, 150,000 
The fou®th, consisting of respectable husbandmen, mecha- 


nicks, &c. $2 a year, 100,000 
The fifth and sixth classes $1 a year, 100,000 
The seventh class 50 cents, 25,000 


The eighth class, consisting of the indigent, sick, and aged, 
nothing. 


$1,125,000 | 

Let this rate of contribution be continued only for five years, and 
it will produce the sum of $5,625,000. The simple interest of this 
sum would be $336,000; an amount probably three times greater 
than all the contributions of the country hitherto, in behalf of all the 
great objects of the day united. 

8. Finally, as all these estimates are predicated on the supposition 
of a deep, and general, and constant interest in the Christian public ; 
an interest which cannot be kept up without greater efforts on the 
part of the active and influential Christians, and a more ge- 
neral prevalence of true religion, than we have hitherto wit- 
nessed; we add, asthe last head of these estimates, donations 
and Jegactes, of wealthy individuals, and extraordinary contributions 
from that portion of the community who love the prosperity of 
Zion. And we cannot but hope, that there is a multitude in this 
Christian land, who will be so deeply affected with the necessities 
of the church, that they will gladly do more than their part, and 
make up the deficiencies of others ; and that many, whom the God 
of heaven and earth has blessed with temporal abundance, will, on 
their dying bed, consecrate a portion of that abundance fo the Re- 
deemer’s cause.* : — 

The Directors cannot close this Report, without i ring the 
Divine guidance, in the present meeting of the Society, and com- 
mending all the interests of this great and sacred institution to the 
benediction of Heaven. 


* There are many men in this favoured land, to whom it would be a small 
thing to bequeath thirty, forty, or fifty thousand dollars to the Education 
Society. It may be useful to consider how much might be accomplished for 
the advancement of Christ’s kingdom by a legacy of $50,000. The income 
would be $3,000. This sum might be sufficient to afford constant aid to about 
20 indigent youth devoted to the christian ministry. And these 20 youth 
might finish their whole education in about 10 years. Accordingly, such a 
fund would educate 200 ministers in a century, and 2000 ministers in a thou- 
sand years ; almost as many as the whole number of competent ministers now 
in America. In those better days of the church, which we are taught to ex- 
pect, each of these ministers would in all probability be the happy instrument 
of converting and saving several hundreds of immortal souls. Mire amount of 
good, which would be effected by this whole number of ministers in a thousand 
years, would probably be the salvation of several millions. Who can estimate 
this astonishing result of the legacy, when the salvation of one soul is of more 
consequence than the temporal interests of the whole world from the creation 
to the present day ! Contemplation on such a subject as this is worthy of those 
whom God has blessed with opulence. 


[4 number of Tables illustrating the calculations in the above Report, are ne- 
cessaruly omitted. } 
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622 Profession of religion by a deaf and mute female. 


DEAF AND MUTE. 
4 (From the Boston Recorder.) 
Extract of a letter from a Gentleman to his friend in Boston. 


Dear Sir,—being on a journey through the State of Connecticut 
a few weeks since, it providentially happened that I should spend 
the Sabbath in Hartford. I atiended worship in the Rev. Mr. 
Hawes’ meeting-house, where it was communivn-day. In the course 
of the morning services, several candidates presented themselves 
for admission into the church, among whom was a young lady, a 
pupil in the Deaf and Dumb Asylum. The scene was peculiarly in- 
teresting. ‘The reverend Pastor observed to the congregation, that 
the case of Miss Fowler, the unfortunate candidate before them, 
was so peculiar, he felt himself bound to state, that she had for 
some time past manifested a strung desire to unite with the church 
under his care ; that he had repeatedly examined ber with respect 
to her acquaintance’with the simple and important trutlis of the Bi- 
ble; that she had ever given the must satisfactory evidence, not on- 
ly of her knowledge of these truths, but also of their renewing and 
sanctifying influence on her. heart, and of the purity of her motives 
in thus presenting herself to make a public profession of religion ; 
that he viewed this case of hopeful conversion to be a signal in- 
stance of the interposition of Providence in favour of the Asylum, 
and one that ought to call forth the deepest gratitude of all present. 
The countenance of the candidate evidently discovered that she 
deeply feltthe solemnity of the occasion. She came forward with 
great composure, bowed her assent to the covenant which Ifad pre- 
viously ‘explained to her, received the ordinance of baptism, 
and thenggptired to her seat, to partake of the consecrated aliment, 
all ina er fully evincive of a realizing sense of the solemn vows 
she had taken upon her. ; 

‘The scene was witnessed by a large and very respectable audience, 
who, together with the companions of the candidate in misfortune, 
were all deeply aifected at a sight so novel and interesting. Never 
did I see so many tears shed on such an occasion. All felt abun- 
dantly rewarded for all their prayers, and charities, and labours to 
build up this infant establishment. 

While witnessing this most affecting scene, I could only regret 
that those into whose hands the Lord has committed much of the 
silver and the gold, could not have been present to have had their 
hearts melted with ours, and opened to contribute of their abundance 
to provide the means for the instruction and salvation of hundreds 
of our kindred and of our families, whose intellectual and moral 
powers are now chained in darkness. Little are the public aware 
how many parents there are around us who have been called to 
weep over the son or daughter of their hopes, whose mind, by the 
hand of nature or disease, is for ever barred, as they have supposed, 










from all improvement in human or divine knowledge. O that those 


to whom God has given children perfect in all their senses and fa- 
culties, would feel for these parents, and cause their tears to cease, 


me 











State of religion at Marietta. 623 


by casting in their mite to build up an institution so wonderfully 
calculated to raise these sons and daughters of suffering, to know- 
Jedge and usefulness in this world, and immortal felicity in the 
world tocome. By aiding in this benevolent object, we surely are 
using the most efficient means for the introduction of that happy 
period, when “ the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf shall be unstopped ; when the Jame man shall leap as an 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing; when the ransomed 
of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy on their heads,” 


eR 


LETTER FROM OHIO. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. 5S. P. Roperns, to the editor of the Boston 
Recorder, dated 
Marrietta, Ohio, Dec. 18, 1818. 

In a religious point of view, things have looked more eucourag- 
ing here of late, than at any preceding period since my settlement. 
Meetings are more frequent, and more generally attended than they 
have been. The Monthly Concert of Prayer is among some of our 
most precious seasons. | proposed to the people, about a year since, 
to evidence the sincerity of the desires they put up to God on those 
evenings, by contributing for the support of the missionary cause— 
particularly foreign missions. ‘They at once fell in with the mea- 
sure. Four pence half-penny was the sum mentioned, or agreed 
upon, from each individual who was thus disposed ; but it was un- 
derstood at the same time, that we would not wish to restrain the 
liberality of any who were disposed to give more. We began this 
contribution in January ; the year for this purpose is now closed ; 
we have collected $40 37; part of which has been transmitted to 
the Treasurer of the Board of Foreign Missions. We truly live ina 
wonderful day. The signs of the times are such as to render tnfidel- 
ity and indolence more inexcusable than ever. O that we may ail be 
up and doing, working while the day lasteth. I observed above that 
appearances here were more encouraging than usual—three or four 
have lately obtained a hope that they bave passed from death unto 
life ~some others appear seriously impressed—four stand propound- 
ed to the church. We have a weekly church prayer-meeting, to 
look to God, that;he would build up ths church in particular, by 
making additions to it, through the out-pouring of his spirit, of such 
as shall be sav ed ; and "Thursday the last day of this year, our church 
have agreed to spend as a day of fasting and prayer for the purpose ; 
and we > beg a remembrance inthe prayers of all who know the way 
to the Throne of Grace. 


PLAINFIELD SABBATH SCHOOL. 
The Sabbath School for the middle district in Plainfield (Con.) 
closed for the season on the 13th Dec. On the succeeding Thurs- 
day a sermon was delivered before the school from Deut. vi. 7. 
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624 ‘Sabbath Schools. 


“Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk 
of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest b 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” A 
Report of the Superintendent was at the same time exhibited, 
giving an account of the organization of the school, and of the pro- 

ciency which the scholars had made in the studies assigned them. 
The following is a summary of the Report : 

At the commencement of the school in April the number of scho- 
Jars was 42. During its continuance upward of 70 became mem- 
bers of it. ‘The number which usually attend the recitations, how- 
ever, was but about 40. Answers from memory were given, by the 
greater part of the scholars, to all the questions in Emerson’s Doc- 
trinal and Historical Catechisms. ‘The aggregate number of answers 
thus given was 13,945. ‘There were also recited from memor 
16,478 verses in the Bible, 9,806 verses of hymns, and 903 lines chief- 
ly of prayers. Several of the scholars recited the whole of the Gospel 
of John. Several recited the whole Gospel of John and the book 
of James. One girl of 7 years recited 728 answers in Catechisms, 
907 verses in the Bible, and 251 verses of Hymns. Another girl of 
13 years recited 562 anwers in Catechisms, 1183 verses in the Bible, 
and 658 verses of Hymns. Another gul of 11 years, recited 562 
answers in Catechisms, 1272 verses in the Bible, and 1128 verses 
of Hymns. One boy of 8 years recited 516 answers in Catechisms, 
1231 verses in the Bible, and 309 verses of Hymns. Another boy 
of 12 years recited 562 answers in Catechisms, 1750 verses in the 
Bible, and 123 verses of Hymns. The same boy recited at one time 
719 verses in the Bible.’ 


ae 


FRAMINGHAM SABBATH SCHOOL. 


On the 20th of May the Sabbath School commenced in Fra- 
mingham, under the direction of a Superintendent and ten teachers, 
and closed the 20th of October. During which time were commit- 
ted to memory 1676 Doctrinal Catechism, 1646 Historical, 4166 
Assembly’s, 242 Wi!ber’s Catechism, and 92 Baldwin’s, 8409 Cum- 
mings’ Questions, 5934 verses in Scripture, 13242 verses in Hymns, 
amounting in allto 35,457. Whole number of schelars, 135 ; ave- 
rage number, about 70. One girl recited 1048 verses in Scripture, 
142 answers in Wilber’s Catechism, and 558°verses in Hymns. 
Another recited 2018 answers in Cummings’ Questions, 223 
verses in Scripture, and 491 Hymns. Another 1871 Cummings’ 
Questions, and 194 verses in Scripture. Several others have 
recited from three to eight hundred of Cummings’ Questions, 
besides a good proportion of Scripture and Hymns. One girl recit- 
ed 1461 verses in Hymns; six little girls recited 3344 verses of 
Hymns. One hour only on each sabbath was appropriated to the 
instruction of the children. Their punctual attendance and good be- 
haviour merited the approbation of both teachers and parents, who 
earnestly pray that the seed here sown may ere long spring up and 
bear fruit to the glory of God. O that Sabbath Schools may soon 
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be established throughout the Christian world; none will ever la- 
ment engaging in this pleasing employment ; the satisfaction they 
may derive by instructing the youth in the first rudiments of Chris- 
tianity will repay them four-fold. 


ROXBURY SABBATH SCHOOL. 
In the Rev. Mr. Bradford’s parish a Sabbath school was opened 


during the last summer, and continued for four months and a half, 
when it was suspended on account of the winter. This school has 
been under the immediate superintendence of Deacon Corey and 
Dr. Draper, assisted in the female department by their ladies as su- 
perintendents ; the number of children admitted was about 100; 
80 generally attended, who were instructed by 6 female and 4 male 
teachers. In this school the children committed to memory 21,253 
verses of Scripture, 4649 answers in the Catechism, and 1528 
Hymns; and by one scholar 1189 verses in Scripture, 92 Hymns, 
and 83 answers in the Catechism was learned. The hours of school 
were before meeting in the afternoon. Among the classes was one 
of Africans, which was sometimes under the immediate instruction 
of Mr. Bradford, who has taken a deep interest in the school, and 
expressed so strongly his feelings, as to call forth the tear of sym- 
pathy for their situation, and satisfaction at their teachable dispo- 
sition. To the teachers great credit is due for their disinterested 
fidelity. This school furnishes another, among the many which have 
been published, of the benefits of their establishment both to pa- 
rents and children ; for it has been observed that many of the former 
were more frequent and constant in their attendance at the house of 
public worship than formerly, and many children who before never 
or but seldom attended, were now found constantly present. We 
hope these little seminaries of learning will continue to increase 
throughout the country, and that the superintendence of them, on 
which greatly depends their utility, will call forth the active co-ope- 
ration of the most respectable and pious of our citizens. 


WARNER SABBATH SCHOOL. 


The origin of the Sabbath School in Warner, N. H. may be traced 
to an anonymous letter on the subject, dated Boston, May 28th, 
which the Secretary received in the early part of the summer of 
1817. The perusal of this letter left no room to doubt the impor- 
tance and utility of such an establishment. ‘The only question that 
remained was the practicability of it in this thinly settled town, and 
the best method of introducing it. In May last measures were taken 
to put the schools into operation by the appointment of twelve ma- 
nagers. Accordingly Schools were opened in six districts in the 
town, and continued from 12 to 16 weeks. ‘The whole number of 
scholars that attended was 226, of different ages, from 4 to 22. 
About 50 of this number attended but few times. ‘The whole num- 
ber of verses of scripture recited is $4,113. One girl of 13 years, 
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in ten Sabbaths, recited seventeen hundred and erghty-seven verses ; 
her greatest lesson was three hundred and sixty-eight. Scholars who 
had correctly recited 1200 verses were entitled to a Testament ; on 
thirteen this reward was confered. Others received Tracts, in the 
proportion of one page for every ten verses. By this measure above 
six thousand pages of Tracts have been distributed, whieh it is 
hoped will be a mean of great good, not only to children, but also to 
parents and other members of their respective families. Never was 
money bestowed more cheerfully than in furnishing these small pre- 
miums, and for every exertion an abundant compensation was found 
in the attention and improvement of the children. May the incor- 
ruptible seed of the word abide in their hearts, and bring forth fruit 
to eternal life. 
——— 
SENECA INDIANS. 
For tHE Curist1an Heratp. 
Extracts of a letter written by Mr. Jabez B. Hyde, to the Rev. Timothy Alden, 
President of Alleghany College. 
* Seneca Village, Buffalo, 23d Oct. 1818. 

“ Dear Sir—F rom the interest you take in the natives, I cannot de- 
ny myself the pleasure of informing you that, since you were with us, 
the affairs of the Senecas, in respect of religion, has been very encou- 
raging. ‘Ten weeks since, five young men came to us on the sab- 
bath, and said that they had come to be taught from the word of 
God; that they were weary in waiting for the chiefs to agree to re- 
ceive the gospel ; and that their anxiety was so great they could 
wait no longer. 

“TI endeavoured to tell them on what subjects they might expect 
information from the word of God. They left us with assurance 
that, for themselves, they mtended to keep the Sabbath, and we 
might expect them with us on that day. ‘They attended with us 
for three Sabbaths without any joining them, then four others joined 
them, making the same engagements. ‘They have been punctual 
to meet with us on the Sabbath, with several others, who appear in- 
terested, though they have not formally joined the meeting. 

“Five weeks since, they undertook to learn to sing. They sing 
two evenings in the week. ‘They have sweet voices. For two Sab- 
baths they have sung with us. As many as ten can sing the two 
first hymns,* reading a verse at a time. This is the Lords doing, 
and it is wonderful in our eyes.” 

—< 
THE WYANDOTS. 


ee 


Statement of the Rev. John Stewart. 
Being requested to make a statement relative to the apparent 
work of God among this dear benighted people, the Wyandot In- 
dians, I cheerfully comply, in hopes that it may cause some pious 


* Mr. Hyde has prepared and published a little pamphtet containing several 
hymns adapted to church music in common use, the third chapter of St- 
John’s Gospel, and the Lord’s prayer, all in the dialect of the Senecas- 
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souls to rejoice, and lead Christians to fresh exertions to send the 
Gospel among the natives of our land. [I am connected in blood 
both with the Indians and Africans. Ought I not, therefore, to wish 
for the salvation of my kindred according to the flesh ? 

I think God, by a mysterious and holy providence, has brought 
me hither. The first time I visited this people was two years ago 
this month. The first time I spoke to them was on the Sabbath 
after their feast was over. They appeared uninterested. I re- 
quested permission to preach again the next day, which was grant- 
ed. Only one old woman attended. I appointed another meeting 
the next day ; and only one old man attended. A trader among the 
Indians ridiculed me for preaching to an audience of one. How- 
ever, what the old man said strengthened me. He said, one of his 
sons had killed another. Since that time, he had been trying to 
turn from his sins, and pray to God ; and was thankful to God that 
I had come to help him. 

The next day two or three attended. At this meeting a young 
man asked me how I knew what was in his heart ; and said, that, 
on last Sabbath, I had told him what he had done, and what he de- 
signed to do—that his heart had been jumping ever since. I di- 
rected him to call upon God for mercy. A few weeks after, on 
the Sabbath before the assembly, he said, many things that he had 
done he did not consider to be sinful until I told him. He had it 
in his heart to murder; but he was resolved to amend his ways. 

He was notoriously wickéd ; but is now reformed. I have not 
heard of his drinking too much but once since that time. 

Regularly 1 held meetings on the Sabbath, and two days in the 
week. Our meetings were soon crowded so that the Council 
House could not hold all. Sometimes we spent all night long at 
meeting. The natives, daily and nightly, crowded about the house 
where F tived: Nature sometimes yielded, and I sought some pri- 
vate place to rest. These poor beloved natives would often shed 
tears as they related their feelings and exhorted others to flee from 
the wrath to come. ‘Thus was spent the winter. In the spring I 
was obliged to leave them. At parting I did not discover a dry eye 
in the Council House. Never did I pass through a more affect- 
ing scene. 

I understand that they he'd meetings during my absence. I re- 
turned in the fail. When I returned they appeared at first more 
indifferent. Some however seemed to be steadfast. Within a few 
weeks their attention increased. I leit them again last March. 
They gave me twenty dollars to enable me to return immediately. 
I should judge that this poor people have given me to the amount 
ef 70 dollars—40 of which were .in cash; and I might have taken 
much more. I have received many presents in provisions. The 
head chief has made me avaluable present. This I include in the 
70. All the chiefs are friendly, and one I hope is a Christian. [ 
trust about 40 souls have been renewed by the Holy Ghost; 85 
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have publicly declared their resolution to break off from their sins. 
This people continue to be engaged. All ye that fear the Lord 
bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
JOHN STEWART. 
—— 


Narrative of the Rev. Henry George. 


I am a Missionary, appointed by the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions. My mission is to the Sandusky Indians and the settle- 
ments contiguous. 

I have felt particularly anxious to visit these Indians. I made a 
visit to Philadelphia principally to obtain a mission among them. 
I expected to find them stupid and forbidding with regard to the 
Gospel—that it would be like going among the beasts at Ephesus. 
How agreeably was I disappointed ! 

My first visit was to the Wyandots at Upper Sandusky. I was 
treated with the utmost affection and respect. Brother Stewart, a 
Methodist, I think has been instrumental of good to the Wyandots. 

Sabbath, the 18th of October last, was the first time I spoke to 
this people. Mr. Walker, United States’ interpreter was my in- 
terpreter. My text was, ‘Go into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” Before the meeting closed I felt as if 
I stood on holy ground. Iam persuaded the word was attended by 
the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. It was good to be there. 
Casting my eyes upon my assembly,.whose fathers were the an- 
cient inhabitants of America—viewing them in their blankets, appa- 
rently bowing at Immanuel’s feet—the solemn aspect of my audi- 
ence—reflecting on the anxiety I had for this people—and confi- 
dent that God was in the midst of us of a truth, I felt a disposition 
to leap for joy ; I could embrace these natives as my brethren and 
sisters in the Lord. Instead of raising the Indian pow-waw, they 
sang the sweet songs of Zion. 

During the meeting a chief delivered the following address :— 

“The word of God has come to us in many ways, telling us to 
repent, because there is‘an awful day at band. Now let us take 
compassion on ourselves, hearken to the voice of God, and repent. 
If we do repent, we shall escape in that terrible day, when God 
shall call before his bar all the sons and daughters of men, from the 
beginning of the world. If we repent and turn unto the Lord, we 
shall be happy for ever with him in heaven. How must we repent ? 
We must quit every evil practice, and pray to God to give us a will 
to repent, and then in time he will enable us to repent.” 

We then appointed a three days’ meeting to begin on the Fri- 
day following. I returned to my family. . 

I arrived at Sandusky again on Saturday. It resembled, in a de- 
gree, the day of Pentecost. I was confident, that, in eternity, it 
would be known what great things were at that time done in the 
name of the holy child Jesus. These zealous people, on Monday, 
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wished the meeting to continue another day. Order and decorum 
were observed. Day and night the meeting continued. The 
chiefs made speeches on various religious and moral. subjects. 
‘The chiefs appear to be zealously engaged to prevent intoxication 
by drinking whiskey among them. When I left them my heart 
exclaimed, “J have seen wonderful things.” 

At my third meeting I found brother Coe at Sandusky. I was 
present at most of the conversation mentioned by him, and asked 
questions. As I should only repeat what he has stated, I omit it. 
Christians ! let us bestir ourselves; for the Lord Jehovah is evident- 
ly leading the way among our natives. God-is giving the heathen 
to his son for his inheritance. Henry Georce. 


Pastor of the Baptist Church, Chester township, 
Knox County, Ohio. 


—<__— 
STOCKBRIDGE INDIANS. 
Extract of a letter from a Clergyman in Ohio to the Editor of the Panoplist. 


“In September seventy or eighty of the Stockbridge tribe of In- 
dians passed through this place on their way to White River, In- 
diana. By sickness they were detained over the Sabbath, and ask- 
ed if there was to be any meeting which they could attend. 

They were informed that there would be a meeting, and that the 

Lord’s supper was to be administered; at which they expressed 
great joy, and inquired if they could be admitted. On questioning 
them, it was found that their chief and nine others were regularly 
‘formed into a church; and their credentials and appearance gave 
us satisfactory evidence of their piety. A number of them attended 
public worship dressed in the Indian habit, and six came forward 
to the communion table. They conducted with the utmost proprier 
ty and solemnity ; and some were bathed in tears, When a psalin 
was named, they all took out their books and turned to it, It was 
the most interesting day ever seen in this place. | 

“On Monday I visited them, conversed and prayed with them, 
and never was more kindly and cordially received: I found that a 
large proportion of them had Bibles, and could read. ‘The Chief had 

-Scott’s Family Bible. They also had other religious books. I con- 
versed with one of the Indians, who had been intoxicated while here. 
He was much affected, and when they left us to pursue their journey 
this man called, and asked me to remember him in my prayers ; and 
said ‘he hoped God would take away his stony heart.’ They are 
going to live with the Delawares, who are intimately connected 
with several other tribes. It appears to me that the hand of God is 
visible in their removal; and I consider it of great importance that 
they be immediately followed by a missionary.” 
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680 Report of the Synod of Cumberland. , fa 


SYNOD OF CUMBERLAND. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Dear Sir, 

The following is the substance of the report of the Synod of 
Cumberland, of the Cumberland Presbyterian Charch. Hoping 
that it may contribute to the cause of Christianity ; [ transmit it to 
you, believing that you'll give it a place in your paper. 

“ Agreeably to appointment, your Committee report, that in the 
general, religion is in a more flourishing state than heretofore. 
There has been a very particular attention given to the preaching 
of the Gospel; and more than ordinary exertions have been made 
for the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Preachers and 
people, men and women, parents and children, manifest a_willing- 
ness, attended with corresponding exertions, to come to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty. Many Institutions have been formed 
for the support of missions and other useful purposes. There ap- 
pears to be a considerable increase of candidates for the holy mi- 
nistry, as well as an increase of members and congregations. Mis- 
sionaries have laboured by day and by night; the Cross of Christ 
has been the subject of discourse ; and in his name and language 

they have stood and eryed, “If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink :” And glory be to God, that he hath so fulfilled his 
promise, that their labours has not been } in vain, 

In the Nashville Presbytery the good work of the Lord has been 
remarkably manifested in several congregations and neighbour- 
hoods, chiefly in Sugs Creek, Flat Creek, and Bradlies Creek con- 
gregations. About 88 persons have professed religion, and seve- 
ral adults have been baptized in the bounds of the Presbytery since 


last session of Synod. In the Elk Presbytery the work has been + 


nearly general, but more visible displays of God’s grace have been 
manifested on parts of Duck River, and on Cain Creek of El’ Ri- 
ver. In one neighhourhood on Cain Creek, a Society has been late~ 
ly organized consisting of about 90 members, mostly of young con- 
verts. About 50 adults have been baptized in the bounds of the 
Presbytery, and ahout 172 have professed religion. 

In the Logan Presbytery the work has been general; yetthe ci- 
tizens of Russelsville and its vicinity have been favoured in the most 
remarkable manner. About 40 have been baptized, and about 262 
have professed religion. Making in the aggregate, in the bounds 
of Synod, about 100 adults baptized, and upwards of 500 converts, 
since lastsession. For this there has no doubt been joy in Heaven 
last year, and joy on earth. Yet not unto us, not unto us, O Lord, 
but unto thy name, be the glory. 

ROBERT DONNELL, Clerk. 

P.S. The Elk Presbytery is in the West part of the State of Ten- 
nessee, about fifty-five miles South of Nashville. The Logan Pres- 
bytery is in the South part of Kentucky, about fifty miles North of 
Nashville. 
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Letter from €. S. Dudley, Esq. 633 


Monthly Extracts from the Correspondence of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 
From Cuanrtes Stoxes Dupteyr, Esq. 
Henley-upon-Thames, July 4, 1818. 


In my letter No. 12 I alluded to the formation of the Ladies’ 
Bible Associations of Rochdale and Huddersfield. "These Associa- 
tions were established on the 20th and 21st of May; and I subse- 
quently met their respective Committees, in order to their acquiring 
that intimate and practical knowledge of the system, which, I ain 
increasingly convinced, is essential to success. The best results may 
be anticipated from the spirit which animates these two Committees. 

The effects produced by the institution of the Manchester Ladies’ 
Branch Society, have already surpassed my most sanguine expecta- 
tions. Of the three hundred districts into which the town and its im- 
mediate vicinity are divided, only one hundred and fifty-three had 
been visited previous to the last meeting of the Committee, and but few 
of these had been “ collected” more than twice; yet the aggregate of 
the Reports presented, exhibited a list of more than 2600 subscribers, 
and the total amount received was 243/. 4s. ‘This is an evidence of 
the interest excited, to which the Reports of the Collectors bear con- 
clusive testimony. ‘The gratitade of the poor, and their eagerness 
to subscribe, are depicted in glowing colours ; and even at this early 
period, those collateral benefits which never fail to attend Bible As- 
sociations, are perceptible. ‘The Committee of one district report : 
“The moral mass of our district is already altered.—The children 
are flocking to school.—Thirty adults have entered their names, and 
are learning to read ; and even within this fortnight many are begin- 
ning to keep holy the Sabbath Day.” 

On the Ist ultimo I attended a very interesting Meeting at St 
Helen’s, when a Ladies’ Association was established for that town 
under the zealous patronage of the Vicar. After meeting the Com- 
mittee, and instructing them as to the mode of proceeding, I hastened 
to Warrington, where a similar Institution was established ; it was 
one of the most delightful meetings I have ever attended. This So- 
ciety is under the patronage of the Honourable Mrs. Hornsby, sister 
of the Earl of Derby ; and her daughters requested they might be 
collectors. Upwards of eighty ladies enrolled their names on the 
Committee, 

‘On the 5th ultimo I attended the first public distribution of Bibles 
by the West Derby Association. Perhaps few places in Great Bri- 
tain required such a Socicty more than this village. Of its benefi- 
cial effects, one fact speaks loudly. On my asking the officiating 
clergyman whether he had perceived any consequences of a pleasing 
kind, he answered ; “ Sir, my congregation has increased five to one 
since the establishment of the Bible Association.” 

Northamptonshire exhibits a fine illustration of the benefits to be 
derived from regularity and system in the conduct of a Bible Socie- 
ty ; while it is equally corroborative of the fact, that it is only through 
the medium of Bible Associations, that the wants ef the poor can be 
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632 Letters from Rev. Dr. Pinkerton, 


ascertained, and those wants adequately supplied. The Northamp- 
tonshire Auxiliary Bible Society, in its fifth year, from the Ist of 
June 1816, to the 1st of June 1817, received and circulated as under 5 

Gross receipts, 699]. 4s. 8d. 

Circulated, 1425 Bibles and Testaments ; 
and, although it has not experienced the benefits of system more than 
six months, in its sixth year, from the Ist of June 1817, to the 1st of 
June 1818, the statement is, 

Gross receipts, 1483/7. 17s. 9d. 

Circulated, 2621 Bibles and Testaments. 

In this tour, of nearly twelve hundred miles, I have found lamenta- 
ble evidence that the want of the Holy Scriptures in our own country 
is still deplorably great, and such as will require the exertions of 
many years to supply.—Even in places where Auxiliary or Branch 
Societies have long existed, the deficiency is found, on investigation, 
to be far greater than had been anticipated. The only effectual re-_ 
medy for this serious calamity will be found in Bible Associations ; | 
and I am satisfied the estimate is not overcharged, when I say, that 
twenty years will elapse before the people of Great Britain will be 
adequately supplied with the Holy Scriptures. 


ten, =i 


From the Rev, Dr. Pinkerton. 
Minsk, June 27, 1818. 

In addition to the particulars contained in my last, relative to the 
circulation of the Scriptures in the Russian Army, [ am to inform you 
that, before leaving Mogileff, | had an interview with General Olde- 
kopff, who was newly arrived from Riga ; on my suggesting to him, 
whether he might not think it expedient, in order to carry forward 
the benevolent work in the army which the late Field-Marshal had 
so successfully commenced, to send a few copies of the Slavonian 
‘Testament to the chaplain of each regiment, for sale or distribution : 
his Excellency most readily approved of the proposal, and, in order 
to carry it into effect more expeditiously, offered to send off the co- 
pies to each regiment through his own chancery. The head chap- 
lain of the army being also present, agreed to send a circular letter 
from himseli'to each of the chaplains, requesting them to use every fit 
means for bringing the copies into circulation, and in future to order, 
through himself, whatever number of Bibles and Testaments may be 
demanded. The number of regiments is one hundred and fifty, each 
of which has its own chaplain ; and, as we agreed to send five copies 
to each, to commence with, the number required for the whole is 750. 
"The General told me that the copies which had already been distri- 
buted, one to each company, were regularly read, and listened to, by 
the soldiers, with delight : we have reason to hope, therefore, that the 
new arrangement will tend to make the saving doctrines and pure 
morality of the Gospel of Christ more generally known, believed, 
and practised among the officers and soldiers. Having thus wit- 
nessed the increasing prosperity of the White Russian Bible Socie~ 
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ty, T left Mogileffin the afternoon of the 10th, and retraced my way 
back to Orsha, up the banks of the Dnieper, in order to reach the 
post road for Minsk. ‘The venerable Archbishop Daniel, under whose 
hospitable roof I have a second time experienced many testimonies of 
christian kindness, accompanied me in his coach and six, for upwards 
of ten versts on my road. Here we halted, when he led me into a wood 
on the way-side ; and in a solemn and affecting manner lifted up his 
hands and prayed that the Lord God might be my constant protec- 
tor and guide, and continue to grant abundant success to- the blessed 
cause in which [ was engaged. 

From Orsha I pursued my course to Borisoff, where I crossed the 
memorable bridge over the Berezina, at which so inany of the re- 
treating French troops found a watery grave. On arriving in this 
town, I met with a friendly welcome from the Archbishop of Anatoli, 
whose excellent speech, at the opening of the Society here, has no 
doubt already made you acquainted with the abilities of this worthy 
prelate, and with his warm attachment to the Bible cause. Since the 
12th of March last year, when the Minsk Society was finally esta- 
blished, the Cominittee have collected about 6000 rubles ; of this sum 
153 rubles, and 40 kopecks, were contributed by fifty-two Jews in 
diflerent parts of the province. ‘The number of copies brought into 
circulation, and sent to correspondents for sale and distribution since 
December last, when the Committee received the first transport of 
Bibles and Testaments from St. Petersburg, is upwards of 400, in 
different languages. At a Meeting of the Committee, which was yes- 
terday held at the Archbishop’s, and well attended, I made several 
propositions, which were most readily agreed to ; and which will tend 
to make the genuine object of the Society more generally known, 
and afford such as are desirous of obtaining copies of the Scriptures 
opportunities of procuring them with much less difficulty than former- 
ly. For this purpose a number of copies are to be sent into each of 
the ten district towns for sale, and a depot is to be opened in this town. 
I intend to leave this place in the evening, and direct my route for 
Wilna, whence, please God, you shall hear from me again. 


From the same. 
Wilna, July 3, 1818. 

I have visited the prison, the workhouse, and four hospitals, in this 
city, and got them all properly supplied with the Holy Scriptures in 
different languages. One of the hospitals belongs to the Jews, and 
contained 116 patients of both sexes, belonging to this nation. In 
the city prison [ found only one Slavonian Bible, and one Polish 
Testament. These had circulated from cell to cell; and had been 
so much used that they seemed quite old, and much worn. Some of 
the poor unfortunate creatures fell at my, feet, and most earnestly 
prayed for asupply. Part of this was sent the very same day, and 
the rest I took myself, in Polish, in German, and in Hebrew.—O 
that these captives may find spiritual freedom in the Gospel of Christ! 

12 
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634 _ Letter from Rev. Dr. Pinkerton, 


{In No. 18 we gave a part of the following letter ; we now insert the whole, as pub- 
lished in the Monthly Extracts of the Br. and For. Bib. Soc. for Oct. 1818.) 


FROM THE REV. DR. PINKERTON. 
Polangen, July 10, 1818. 

In the suburbs of the ancient town of Troki, which was founded in 
1321 by the Lithuanian Grand Duke Gendemin; I paid a visit toa 
colony of Karaite\Jews, who have inhabited this delightful spot for 
several centuries past. On entering the house of their chief Rabbi I 
saluted him.in Tartar, and, to my astonishment, was answered in the 
same language. None of them could speak Jewish German, the com- 
mon language of all the Polish Jews. I inquired whence they ori- 
ginally were. ‘The answer was, “ From the Krimea; that they and 
their ancestors have resided in 'Troki for nearly four hundred years, 
and that they possess very distinguished privileges from the ancient 
Dukes of Lithuania, and Kings of Poland.” I asked them whether 
they still had intercourse with their brethren in Dschoufait Kale. 
They replied, “ That they not only visited them, but also were visit- 
ed by them. The tartar language is still the only one spoken in their 
families, though most of the men could speak both the Russiaw and 
Polish. ‘The number of Karaites in Troki is about 160 souls. Before 
I had finished my inquiries relative to these particulars, the house of 
the Rabbi was filled with his brethren, who were all anxious to know 
who the stranger was, and what he wanted. Our conversation then 
began about the signs of the times, and the coming of the Messiah, 


and lasted upwards of one hour and a half. I stated the truth to 


them as clearly and forcibly as I could. 

The Rabbi defended his position, that the Messiah was still to 
come, with the Old Testament in his hand; but, having no Talmu- 
dic interpretations to screen himself behind, he was soon at a great 
loss. The people in the mean time were alleye, all ear. They had 
never heard such discourses before. The Rabbi was at last so 
much touched with what was said, that he changed colour, and turn- 
edaside. Another of his brethren, a Merchant, then came forward, 
and, with considerable shrewdness, attempted to defend the cause 
in the view of the people, who were now muttering to each other, 
and anxious to know how all this would end. Having proved to 
him, also, that the Messiah must needs have come, I spoke of the 
purity and spirituality of the gospel, and of that eternal life which 
is revealed in the doctrines which Christ taught. The Merchant, I 
found, had read the Polish Testament with considerable attention ; 
the Rabbi stood like one confounded. I never saw any individual iu 
such a state before. I asked them whether they had ever réad the 
doctrines of Christ and his apostles in Hebrew ? The question seem- 
ed to rouse their curiosity to an extreme. They replied that they 
had heard that such a thing existed, but that they had never seen the 
Hebrew Testament. I then inquired whether they desired to see it. 
They all replied that they should be very happy could they get a co- 
py of it. By this time my calash and servant with fresh horses were 
before the door. I took out five copies of the Hebrew Testaments 
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gad presented the Rabbi with the first. He seemed to get new ani- 
mation at the sight of it, accepted it most willingly, embraced, and 
thanked me for it. I then gave a copy to the Merchant, who seemed 
no less overjoyed, and was warm in his expressions of gratitude. Now 
the difliculty was, how to distribute the remaining three. All hands 
were stretched out, and every one cried out: “ Oh let me have one 
also!” I was put to great difficulty. An interesting young man stood 
near me. Several times he stretched out his hand, as if eagerly de- 
siring to grasp at the third copy, which I held in my hand, and as of- 
ten he abruptly drew it back again. I read in his countenance a 
strong combat in his feelings between civility and desire. To him I 
gave the third. His countenance now shone with gratification and 
goy, and all present loudly approved the act. A fourth and fifth I be- 
stowed on this interesting people. They all commenced reading with 
great avidity, and before I left them gave me proofs of their under- 
standing well what they read. ‘They displayed a mixture of curio- 
sity, wonder, and desire to know the contents of the volume ; and a 
certain degree of feeling of their spiritual need seemed to animate the 
whole party. 

But, though I was capable, from what I heard and saw, to judge 
f the reality of the former sensations, yet the existence or non- 
existence of the latter feeling is known to Him only who is the 
Searcher of hearts. I counselled them again, before parting, to 
consider well what they read ; and added, that it was in vain for 
them to wait longer for the coming of a Messiah possessed of such 
qualities as would please them in their present state ; that in this 
ee matter, on which depended the deliverance of a lost world, 

od’s thoughts were not as men’s thoughts. I told them, that I 
hoped, in a short time, to hear of their having formed themselves 
into a community of believers in the Lord Jesus, founded on the 
glorious truths of that blessed volume which I had just put into 
their hands. Amidst loud expressions of gratitude and wonder, [ 
left the house of the Rabbi, took farewell of this truly interesting 
little people, and proceeded on my journey. The Merchant did 
not part with me, however, so soon. He walked with me upwards 
of a verst up the border of the beautiful lake, whose surface, with 
the charming surrounding scenery, was gilded with the rays of the 
evening sun. He put many questions respecting the signs of the 
times, the spread of the gospel, &c. and left me with these words; 
‘“‘] believe that some important crisis with our people is at hand : 
what it is I cannot now say. God will direct all.” ' 

In Rosiena many of the Jews came to me and begged for He- 
brew Testaments; some of them with money in their hands. I 
was able to spare them five copies only. From Rosiena I had 
much difficulty in crossing the country for the district town of 
Shaul ; for there was no post road. After leaving Rosiena, I halted 
at a mean peasant’s hut for several hours, as it rained very hard. 
In the morning, before leaving the poor people, I made them a 
present of a Samogitian Testament, for having kindly sheltered 
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me from the inclemency of the weather. “A female member of the 
family began to read it. Oh, bad you seen the joy which beamed 
in the countenances of all who surrounded her, at hearing the 
sweet words of the Gospel in their own tongue! She read, and 
they stood and listened with astonishment and delight. At last 
the mother of the house came, and kissed and blessed the hand 
which bestowed the invaluable gift. The scene was peculiarly af- 
fecting, and spoke more powerfully in favour of the Bible Society 
than a thousand arguments. I had brought only twenty copies 
with me, to give to such as engaged to promote the cause in the 
chieftowns : but | could not resist the artless eloquence of the poor 
peasant, who had brought me one and twenty versts in the rain, to 
give him also a copy; “ for,” said he, “ though [ am unable to read, 
yet my wife is a good reader, and reads her prayer book fluently ; 
and how happy she will be to get the Gospel added to it!” The 
Monks of a Bernardin Monastery were very civil to me, and pro- 
mised their co-operation to bring the Samogitian ‘Testament into 
circulation. The Abbot asked me, among other things, what I 
thought was the cause of the great efforts now making to translate 
and circulate the Holy Scriptures into all languages? 1 answered 
him in the words of the Saviour, Matt. xxiv. 14., which seemed to 
please him much ; and he said, “ Yes, this great work is certainly 


the doing of the Lord.” 
— 


Prom a Catholic Dean in Germany, addressed to the Rev. Leander Van Ess. 
December 28, 1817. 


As Dean of not a small country chapter, I had long since thought 
upon measures to support, to the best of my power, the endeavours 
of so many enlightened men, to spread the Holy Scriptures, and 
to fill the hands of many with this genuine word of Life; but the 
character of those with whom I had to deal in this particular, made 
it necessary to proceed with caution. 

Among other pamphlets, I put into circulation your Extracts 
from the Fathers, and issued a circular, in order to direct the at- 
tention of the people to them. This produced its effect ; and | had 
the pleasure of being applied to for several hundred copies of the 
Ratisbon edition of the New Testament, in the course of a few 
months. Several curates of country parishes felt induced to present 
a copy of the New ‘Testament to every family in their district, and 
the blessing of the Most ‘High evidently rested upon the work. 

Now I am made rich, by your bounty, to bestow the best of gifts 
upon very many. 

Education has, in our days, had so much influence every where, 
that the minds of men are no longer to be confined within their 
former limits. 
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From the Rev. Mr. Gessner of Zurich. 
April 22, 1818. 

Tue printing of our pocket Bible proceeds uninterruptedly; and 
we hope to make a satisfactory use of that edition on the day of 
the celebration of the Reformation, in the ensuing year, 1819. Ac- 
cording to the contract made with the bookseller, the copy will stand 
us in about a florin, (about two shillings,) which price we can still 
further reduce for the benefit of the poor. Brethren in England, 
what good have you not-done for us! 

My endeavours in the Canton of 'Thergau, and in a very con- 
siderable part of that of St. Gall, where our version is used in the 
churches, to bring about a connexion with our Society, have hitherto 
been unsuccessful. f might have, probably, now been enabled to 
communicate more pleasing intelligence, had not the dearth in these 
districts been so frightfully great, during the last year, that every 
nerve was stretched to save the people from perishing by famine 3 
notwithstanding which, many died miserably in those parts, through 
absolute want. 

Our dear Zurich, by an almost incredible perseverance, has per- 
formed wonders in the way of benevolence; and its dependencies 
have been most laudably active. The effect of these exertions, 
thanks be ta God, was such, that in our Canton, I verily believe not 
two persons have died of absolute want, even in the poorest districts. 
Our accounts will show, that, notwithstanding the great drawback 
in supplying the bodily necessities of the suflering poor, our Bible 
Society did not experience the slightest diminution in its receipts : 
they were, on the contrary, on the increase; so that, on winding up 
our accounts, we were really astonished to find that our receipts 
completely covered the expenses of our large Bible edition; and 
your last generous donation, left entirely at our disposal, will be ade- 
quate to answer the charges which our smaller edition will occasion, 

Small and feeble as our exertions may appear, and actitally are, 
when compared with yours, yet the same rich blessing of the Lord, 
which crowns your enlarged operations, may be traced also in our 
little sphere. 

i 
From the Report of the Committee of the Zurich Bible Society. 
November, 1817. 


ALTHOUGH we have witnessed many sad instances of the bad use 
made of the benevolence bestowed on the indigent, and of ingratitude 
towards those who had made provision to supply their bodily wants, 
we are confident, that nothing of the kind has occurred within our 
observation, in the conduct of those who have received spiritual 
benefit from our Institution. ‘Those who applied for those gifts had 
better thoughts in their minds. 

Indeed we cannot conceal from you the hcart-moving observation 
we have made, that many very indigent persons brouglit to us, from 
their hard earned wages, the utmost they could possibly spare for 
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638 Juvenile Depariment. 


the purpose of obtaining a Bible. It was frequently the case, that 
some of them came to us with recommendations from their ministers, 
to whom they had stated that they would readily pay half, or a fourth 
of the price, and called God to witness that they could afford to give 
no more. ‘Those that answered to the character given of them by 
their ministers, received, with the Bible, part of their money back, 
and to others it was altogether gratuitously given. Their eyes were 
suffused with tears, and expressions of sincerest gratitude flowed 
from their lips. 

If, at the end of the year 1812, when our Society was first form- 
ed, the most zealous supporter had been told, that in five years we 
should accomplish so much: and if, at the same time, our distress 
had been foreseen, the prediction would have appeared incredible. 
All this certainly could not have been accomplished without the 
aid of England. 

{tis a remarkable circumstance, that the rich and powerful friends 
of the Bible in Great Britian, (that country which, 300 years ago, 
formed a religious union with Protestant Switzerland, particularly 
with Zurich,) should revive afresh that bond of christian union for 
the dissemination of the Divine Word, for which the Reformation 
paved the way. 

Ze 


JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 


Dancer OF PROCRASTINATION. 

In the sacred word of God, we read that when the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles stood before Felix, the governor, and “ reasoned of 
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled.” 
His guilty conscience was alarmed when Paul set forth the neces- 
sity of justice and equity towards our fellow-creatures ; of being 
chaste and temperate ; and especially when he represented in the 
most glowing colours, and the most eloquent strains, the tremen- 
dous judgment to come ; when the secrets of all hearts would be ex- 
plored, and the cruel and ignominious actions of Felix himself 
would be exposed to the view of assembled angels and men. The 
impression, however, is but of short duration. He endeavours to 
calm his troubled mind by saying unto Paul, “ Go thy way for 
this time; when I have a convenient season I will call for thee.” 
We do not read that ever this convenient season came. Perhaps he 
was never afterwards inclined to listen to the serious discourses of 
his prisoner ; but having his mind totally engaged in the affairs of 
this life, he altogether forgot the one thing needful. 

Ah! my dear young friend, is not Felix’s case your case? Have 
you not felt some serious impressions whilst sitting under the preach- 
ing of a faithful minister of the gospel of Christ? Have you not 
experienced the stings of a wounded conscience ? How then could 
you reject its faithful admonitions, and buoy yourself up with the 
hope that you should one day have leisure and inclination to attend 
to them? The folly of such conduct will be evident if you consider. 
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The danger of Procrastinatied. 639 


ist. The great importance attached to eternal things. Religion 


-is not a speculative concern. ‘The truths which the Bible declares 


are conveyed in terms the most decisive, and carry with them evi- 
dent marks of their being genuine. You may err in the common 
transactions of life, and may possibly be able to rectify your mis- 
take. But if you err here, you are undone for ever. No human, 
nor even angelic contrivance will be able to deliver you from the 
pit of destruction into which your own folly will have brought 
you. Why then should you delay for a moment a thing which is 
of the utmost importance? You would be astonished at the indiffer- 
ence and neglect of a criminal, who, on being assured of receiving 
a pardon at his own request, should refuse to make this request tll 
within a few moments of the time allotted for his execution. Yet 
your imprudence is greater, in proportion as the terrors of eternal 
death exceed those of temporal. 

2d. The uncertainty of life is another grand argument against 
procrastination. ‘The present we may call our own, but the future 
we cannot. We are exposed to a thousand unforeseen events, which 
may deprive us of our existence, and hurry us into an awful eterni- 
ty. We dare not calculate on the morrow, for 


“Tn human hearts what bolder thought can rise, 
Than man’s presumption on to-morrow’s dawn ? 
Where is to-morrow ! In another world. 

For numbers this is certain ; the reverse 

Is sure to none.” 


Yet, strange to say, many ¥oung people comfort themselves with 
such reflections as these :—— | am now in the vigour of youth, and 
in the full enjoyment of health: no foul disease threatens to cut 
short the thread of my existence. For aught I know, I may live 
to old age, and then it will be time enough to make my peace with 
God.” Deluded mortals! For aught you know you may be sum- 
moned to appear before the tribunal of an angry Judge ’ere the 
sun has darted his cheering rays through the window of your cham- 
ber! and the place that knows you, may know you nomore. Re- 
member that in the midst of life you are in death. 

3d. If you stifle present convictions, you have just reason to fear 
that the Lord will give you up to the hardness and impenitency of 
your heart. Nothing will then remain “ but a certain tearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation.” Heb. x. 27. Oh! be- 
ware that you weary not the patience of a merciful but just God, 
and cause him to swear in his wrath, “ They shall not enter into 
my rest,” Heb. iii. 11. Jesus now invites you to come unto him. 
Say not, “I will accept the invitation to-morrow,” you may then 
be in eternity. ‘* Behold, now is we accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation.” 2. Cor. vi. 2. Consider likewise that evil 
habits will obtain a faster held en you in propertion as they are 
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encouraged the longer. Conscience will become less and less ten- 
der, until at last it may be seared with a hot iron. 1 Tim. iv. 2. 


“Tis easier work, if we begin 
“'T’o fear the toed betimes : 
“ While sinners that grow old i in sin 
* Are harden’d in their crimes.”—Warts. 


on ee 


ON INDUSTRY AND APPLICATION. 


There is nothing in which young people are more apt to err than 
the manner in which they employ their time. They appear to for- 
get that diligence, assiduity, and the proper improvement of time, 
are most important duties, and that a failure in this particular w ill 
subject them to a heavy responsibility. ‘Talents and opportunities 
are given for use, and it is to no purpose that a person is endowed 
with the best abilities if he does not possess activity for exerting 
them, and useless will be the best directions he can receive, either 
for his present or his eternal welfare. Youth is the period for fix- 
ing the character of the future man, and for acquiring those habits 
which will abide with us through life. At this period, habits of in- 
dustry are soonest acquired, and the incentives to it are most pow- 
erful. Industry is not only the instrument of improvement, but it 
lays a solid and permanent foundation for the most rational and 
refined enjoyment. The slothful man, like the miser, may possess 
much, but he enjoys nothing. [tis euyployment that gives the true 
relish to pleasure. It is the indispensable condition of our possess- 
ing a sound mind in a sound body. Sloth and inactivity are irre- 

concilable enemies to virtue, to health, and to happiness ;—they 
are like stagnant water, which fills the air with pestilence and death. 
Rational amusements are certainly needful for youth, but although 
they are allowable as the relaxation, they w ould be highly culpable 
if they were made the sole business of life. They would then be- 
come the grave of time, and the bane of the mind. They would 
foment and concoct all the evil passions, enervate the native vigour 
of youth, and render every future period of life wretched and con- 
tempti! ble. The sacred writings abound in exhortations to dili- 
gence, and dissuasives from idleness. The wise man recommends 
the industry of one of the smallest of insects as a model of instruc- 
tion to the idle, “ Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways.’ 
Prov. vi. 6. And our Lord hiess elf enforces the necessity, ‘and 
points out the advantages of diligence, especially in the par able of 
the talents, in which the ; awful doom Hr the slothful servant is intro- 
duced to show the just displeasure of God against idleness, while 
the rewards bestowed on the others are intended to stimulate us to 
imitate their exampie, with a well grounded hope that in so domg 
we shall be approved in his sight, and receive the rewards which 
he has graciously promised to industry and application. 








